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Statement 

Update on .au Licensing Rules Review  

20 October 2026 
 
auDA will proceed to public consultation this year on draft updates to the .au Licensing Rules, to 
give effect to the recommendations of the .au Licensing Rules Review. 

auDA is now preparing consultation materials: 

• A marked-up version of the .au Licensing Rules setting out the proposed changes to the 
Rules; and 

• A proposed implementation plan to support a considered transition to the updated Rules. 

The consultation will also be supported by an explanatory guide. 

Proposed changes to com.au and net.au allocation criteria  

auDA proposes to allow existing com.au and net.au domain name licences to continue to 
operate under the current allocation rules. No current registrant of a domain name licence will be 
affected by the proposed changes to the allocation criteria.  

com.au and net.au are distinguished from other namespaces by requiring a registrant to meet 
both eligibility and allocation criteria.    

The eligibility criteria for com.au and net.au set out who can register a com.au and net.au 
domain name, and require that the registrant both has an Australian Presence and is a 
Commercial Entity. There are no proposed changes to the com.au and net.au eligibility criteria. 

The allocation criteria are intended to demonstrate a connection between the domain name 
and the name of the associated commercial entity. Under Australian law, a commercial entity 
must register a business name if the entity runs a business in Australia and is not trading under 
its own name. The current allocation criteria for com.au and net.au require the domain name to 
be derived from the legal name of the registrant, or its registered business name or registered 
trademark, or the name of a service, good, event, activity or premises that the registrant provides.    

In its Final Report, the external Policy Advisory Panel recommended that the allocation criteria for 
com.au and net.au be tightened to be a Match of a personal name, registered name or 
registered Australian trade mark.  

Under the current .au Licensing Rules an exact match is not necessary. This is not proposed to 
change.   
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Next steps 

No final decisions have been made on the proposed changes to the .au Licensing Rules or their 
implementation. Public consultation is planned to open later this year, and auDA encourages all 
interested parties to participate and continue to provide their feedback. 

Any changes to the rules that are approved by the auDA Board will be subject to a review by an 
external Policy Advisory Panel within 5 years. 

ENDS 

Notes: 

Under Australian law, a commercial entity must register a business name if the entity runs a 
business in Australia and is not trading under its own name.  

A registered name or registered trademark can contain the name of registrant’s service, good, 
event, activity or premises.    

Under the licensing rules, a domain name is a Match to a business name if it contains one, some 
or all of words or numbers used in the business name. For example, a Person with a Business 
Name ‘Forexample Publishing’ would be able to register forexample.com.au, 
forexamplepublishing.com.au, forexample-publishing.com.au, and publishing.com.au as domain 
names. 

Additional information related to the .au Licensing Rules Review and external Policy Advisory 
Panel can be found on the following webpages:  

• .au Licensing Rules Review 2025 webpage  
• Phase 1 consultation submissions 
• Phase 2 consultation submissions 

.au Licensing Rules changes are made in accordance with the Process for the Development and 
Review of auDA Published Policies.  

For further information:  

media@auda.org.au  

About auDA: 

.au Domain Administration Limited (auDA) is the not-for-profit administrator of the .au domain 
name system (DNS), which is Australian critical infrastructure that underpins Australia’s digital 
economy and society. Established in 1986, the .au DNS has served Australian and global internet 
users for over four decades, and provides a stable foundation for innovation and emerging 
technologies to support Australia’s digital future. 

auDA is a not-for-profit, community-based organisation, endorsed by the Australian Government 
to innovate and invest in the Australian internet ecosystem to improve the utility of the .au 
domain for all Australians. Through its steady stewardship of the .au domain and support of 
internet governance through multi-stakeholder decision making, auDA strives to ensure the 
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internet remains open, free, secure and interoperable. Follow auDA on social media for the latest 
.au and internet industry updates: 

• LinkedIn 
• Facebook 
• X.  

 

https://au.linkedin.com/company/auda-au-domain-administration
https://www.facebook.com/auDomainAdmin
https://x.com/auda
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