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Media Release 
Applications open for auDA’s 2026 
Community Grant Program 

1 August 2026 

Applications for auDA’s 2026 Community Grant Program open today, with $750,000 in funding 
available for projects that deliver tangible benefits for under-served communities. 

The annual Community Grant Program supports community-led research and education 
projects that enhance the benefits of the internet for under-served communities. In 2026, auDA 
will award 15 grants of $50,000 for projects that benefit one or more of four community groups: 

• Rural, regional and remote Australians 

• Australians living with disability 

• Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples 

• Young Australians (12-24 years). 

Applications are open to not-for-profit organisations and research institutions registered with the 
Australian Charities and Not-for-Profit Commission (ACNC). auDA welcomes projects that have a 
broader positive impact on environmental sustainability. 

auDA CEO Dr Bruce Tonkin said, “Each year, auDA’s Community Grant Program supports 
organisations that work directly with under-served cohorts in Australian communities to increase 
digital inclusion. The program has already supported over 200 projects, and we look forward to 
receiving applications for the next set of projects that will make use of the internet and digital 
tools to deliver a positive impact for Australians.” 

Since 2006, auDA’s Community Grant Program has supported over 200 projects and awarded 
$5.85 million in funding to community-led initiatives across Australia. 

Applications open at 9am AEST on 1 August and close at 5pm AEST on 31 August 2026. 

To learn more and apply visit the 2026 Community Grant Program webpage.  

ENDS 

Note to media: 

To learn more read the Community Grant Program Guidelines and FAQs.  

Prospective applicants are invited to register for auDA’s upcoming webinar, “What you need for 
your auDA Community Grant Application”, which will be held on 11 August 2026 at 12pm AEST. 

https://www.auda.org.au/public-impact/public-benefit-program/community-grant-program/
https://www.auda.org.au/public-impact/public-benefit-program/community-grant-program/
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Register via the auDA event page. The webinar will help attendees understand the application 
process, assessment criteria and what makes a strong grant proposal.  

Past webinars can be viewed on the auDA Community Grant Program page on our website. 

auDA's Community Grant Program aims to enhance the utility of the internet for the benefit of the 
Australian community. It delivers an annual grant round open to not-for-profit organisations and 
research institutions for community projects, education and research activities that unlock 
greater utility from the internet for Australians and support underserved communities. The 
Community Grant Program is part of auDA’s Public Benefit Program, which also delivers auDA’s 
Research and Development Grant Program and auDA Churchill Fellowships. 

For further information: 

Media enquiries:  
Rebecca Papillo, Acting Senior Director, Media and Communications  
M. 0428 168 540 / E. rebecca.papillo@auda.org.au 

Public Benefit Program enquiries:  
E. publicbenefit@auda.org.au. 

About auDA: 

.au Domain Administration Limited (auDA) is the trusted administrator of the .au domain name 
system (DNS), which is Australian critical infrastructure, supporting more than 4 million .au 
domain names. auDA is a not-for-profit, endorsed by the Australian Government to innovate and 
invest in the Australian internet ecosystem to improve the utility of the .au domain for all 
Australians. Through its steady stewardship of the .au domain and support of multi-stakeholder 
internet governance, auDA strives to ensure the internet remains open, free, secure and 
interoperable. 
 
Follow auDA on social media for the latest domain and internet industry updates: 

• Facebook   
• LinkedIn  
• X  
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